SIDMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL

WOOLCOMBE HOUSE
WOOLCOMBE LANE
SIDMOUTH

DEVON

EX10 9BB

Telephone: 01395 512424
Email: towncouncil@sidmouth.gov.uk
Website: www.sidmouth.gov.uk

Tourism Website: www.visitsidmouth.co.uk
VAT Reg. No. 142 3103 24

Notice of the audit and right to inspect the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2026

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S1 2015/234)

The audit of accounts for Sidmouth Town Council for the year ended 31 March 2026 has
been carried out but cannot be completed for the reasons stated in the external auditor
report. The accounts have been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for inspection by any local
government elector of the area of Sidmouth Town Council on application to:

Mr Christopher Holland

Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer
Sidmouth Town Council

Woolcombe House

Woolcombe Lane

Sidmouth

EX10 9BB
Monday to Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm

A copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return will be provided to any person
on request, free of charge.

Announcement made by: Mr Christopher Holland
Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer
Date of announcement: 22 September 2026



Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26
We acknowledge as the members of:
Sidmouth Town Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

1. Wo have put in place arrangements %or etfectve financial prepeved Ks sccounting statements in accordance

managemant durng tho year, and for the preparation of v Wit 1he Accounts and Audl Regulations.
the accounting statements. T RIS

1 We mmodmmsytmdnw:mlrd mede praper amangements and occeplod resgonaidaly
Nolucng measures decigned 1o prevent and detec! fraud v for safeguardng the padic money and rescuwrces ¥
and coenplion and reviewed its eflecivensss _ 15 charge.

3. We have assured ourselves thal there are no mallers has only done wizal if has the legal power 0 ¢o and has
doauyuwmmlmwﬂhhn. compied with Proper Practices in dong so,

regulstions and Proper Practices that could have a v
signifcant financial effoct on the ability of tis
autherty fo conduct ils businass or managoe &5

finances.

Z'Woumamwymmlmmm mmmmumwmwm
the exsrcies of eleclons' rights in accordance with the v inspect and ask quastions about this suthodly’s SCC0UN(s,

_mummus_dummmmmm -

5. We carriad out an ot of the risks facing this derad and documented the Emancisl and other nsks it
authority and tock appropaate steps o Manage those v faces and deall wilh them propesdy

fisks, nchudng Pe introduction of intemal controls andioe
extemal Insurance caver whare nqund

CWOMtahodmugmuNyumadmand arranged for 8 competent person, independent of the firancis!
efioctive system of internal audil of the accoentng v controfs and procodures, fo give an abjecive view on whether
vooorcundcmouym . MWMNMMMM.M

1. Weiodmmmmonﬂlmnrm v mmmwmmmmnnamoymwm
In reparts from intemal and extenal audit. extonal aude

& We consdared whathor ovy iitigation, Hablities or mom:mm:wmnwm
commitments, vents of Yansacsons. occuming either durng the year inckadng evenms laking place affer the yodar
during or after the year-end, have a fnancial ¥npact on v end ¥ ralevant.

this sutherity and, where agpropriate, have included them
In thoe accounting statements,

3. fwbealmnclsmiy)fmﬂwm
charitable, in our capacity as the sole managing
accountability

has met al of s responsbiVtios where, as & body
corparale, 0 & 3 salg managing trusiee of 3 bce!

trusteo we discharged our frusd or frusfs
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financisl reporting and, if required, independent v
uanhaﬂonotuﬂ.

10. WQanunmcommmmumn has made sutable armangements for K5 IT and dota
and data manag Lin dance Wil prog v managamant snd has Comped with praper practices in
practioss during e year undaer review. doing 50,

“Please provide oxplmatlon;'ié the external auditor on a soparate sheet for each ‘No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses [dentified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chak and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:
18/05/2026
and recorded as minute reference: Chair 7'
4 @@=
- /
https://sidmouth.gov.uk/
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Sidmouth Town Council

Total balances and reserves al the beginning of the year

1. Balances brought
forwaed 1,138,175 1,181,833/ os recorded in the financial records. Value must agroe

fo Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for ID8s rates and ievies)
Levies 713,945 778.015/| received or receivable in the yoar, Exclcde any grants

received.

3. (+) Total other receipls Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbdook loss

112,001 133,485 the precept or rateslovies recoived (line 2). Include any
grants recelved

4. (-) Staff costs Total expendiure or payments made fo and on behalf

of all omployeos. Include gross salanes and wages,
18"156 242,392 employers NI contributions, employers pension
- contabuyans, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (+) Loan Interest/capeal Tota! oxponditure orpoymonu of capitad and inferest
repaymants 14,889 14 .889| made during the ysar on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

6. (-) Al other payments Total expendiure or payments as recorded in tho cash-

583,243 558,088 book loss staff costs (une 4) and loan interest/capial
repayments (ine 5). 2

7. (=) Balances carried Total batances and reserves al the end of the yoar.
forwatd 1,181,833 1,277,964 must equal (142+3) - (4+5+6)

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all curront and deposit bank accounts, cash
shor term nvestments 1,185,458 1,342 878 noidings and short term investments held as at 31 March -

- To agree with bank reconciliation.

9., Total fixed nssets plus movwoo(ulhoproporrythoow:onyowns ~ 1t is made
long term investments 2,661,801 2,663,222/ up of all its fixed assets and iong term investments as at
and assets 31 March

10. Toulborrowkmg mm:mupauwmasu31umola~m

90,334 80,322| from third parties (including PWLE)

For Local Councils Only

{11 Do the figures in the
| accounting  stalemonts  above
excludo any trust transactions?

For guidance rofer (0 the Practitioners’ Guide sections 2,31 to 2.33

1 cerlify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting | confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability approved by this authority on this date:

Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments

or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in 18/05/2026
Governance and Accountability for Smalier Authorities - a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority, as recorded in minute reforence.
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being 25
presented to the authority for approval.

Signed by Chalr of the meeting where the Accounting
Stal .

11/05/2026

Annual Govermnance and Accountability Retumn 2025/26 Form 3 Page 5016

Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities®



Section 3 — External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2025/26
In respect of Sidmouth Town Council - DVO317

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Cur responsibility as auditors to complate a limited assurance review is set out by the Mational Audit Offica (MAD). A
limitad assurance reviaw is not a full statutory audit. it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordanca with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland} and hence it does not provide the same leval of assurance that such an
audit would. Tha UK Governmeant has determined that a lower leval of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for thosa local public bodies with tha lowest levals of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sactions 1 and 2 of tha Annual Goavernance and
Accountability Raturn in accordance with MAD Audifor Guidance Note 02 (AGM 02) as issuad by the NAD on bahalf of the
Comptrallar and Audibor Genearal. AGN 02 is availabda from the NAD weabsite — bttps eeww nacorg uklcode-gydit-
practice’guidance-and-infarmation-for-auditors!

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial managemant is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
systam of internal control. The authority preparas an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

= summarisas the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026, and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matlers that are relevant to our dufies and responsibiliies as extarnal auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2025/26

O the basis af cur review of Seclions 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Mmmmhnlﬂh burr (AGAR), in our oginin e inlormation in
Sactions 1 and 2 of the AGAR i2 in sccordance wilh Proper Praclices and no olher malters have come bo our altenlion giving eause lor concern thail
nelevant legislalion amd regulalony requirements have nol been meal.

Flease see below

Other malbers nol affecling our opinion which we draw o the stbenlion of the aulharily:
We are urable o complels our review work on the AGAR and supporting documentalion &s a resul of comespandence received in
relalion 1o 2025726 andior prior years. Ones we have finalised our review and completed ary addilional werk arising fram thal
comaspondence, a final report will be provided with the cerilicale ol comgletion delailing any qualiiicalions and ‘othar’ matlens.

Our Tea nole Tor te limiled assurance review will be isswed when we cerily completion

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

‘Wa certify thal we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 af the Annual Governance and Accountability
Returm, and discharged our responsiblliities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2026.

We do nol eerlily complelion because:

Wie have nol been able (o complete our réview work in ime o enable 1o smaller avtharily 1o publish he required documentation in ling
wilh stalulory requinaments.

Extermal Audilor Mame

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature G bt w” 7Ty o Date 18 September 2026
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