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9 June 2026 
To:  All Members of the Environment Committee: 

Councillors: Ian Barlow, Bernie Davis, Paul Dodds, Mike Goodman, Chris Lockyear, Kevin Walker, 
Hilary Nelson, Edward Willis Fleming 
 
 

For Information: 
 Other Members of the Council  

Town Clerk 
  
 
 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
 Meeting of the Environment Committee  

Monday 15 June at 6.30pm 
 

You are called upon to attend the above meeting to be held at the Council Chamber, Woolcombe 
House, Woolcombe Lane, Sidmouth. It is proposed that the matters set out on the agenda below will 
be considered at the meeting and resolution or resolutions passed as the Council considers 
appropriate. 
 

Members of the public are welcome to attend and speak at this meeting. The Chair of the Committee 
has the right and discretion to control questions to avoid disruption, repetition and to make best use 
of the meeting time. Individual contributions will be limited to a maximum period of three minutes. 
 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
 
Christopher E Holland 
Town Clerk  

A G E N D A 

 PART ‘A’ 
Page/s 

1 Apologies 

To receive any apologies for absence. 

 

2 Minutes 

To confirm the minutes of the meeting of the Environment Committee meeting held 
on Monday 16 March 2026. 

3 - 5 

SIDMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
  

WOOLCOMBE HOUSE 
WOOLCOMBE LANE 

SIDMOUTH 
DEVON 

EX10 9BB 
  

 Telephone:  01395 512424 
Email:  enquiries@sidmouth.gov.uk 

Website: www.sidmouth.gov.uk 
VAT Reg. No. 142 3103 24 

 
  

mailto:enquiries@sidmouth.gov.uk
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3 Declarations of Interest 

To receive any Members’ declarations of interest in respect of items on the agenda. 

Note: You must also declare the nature of any personal or prejudicial interest in an 
item whenever it becomes apparent that you have an interest in the business being 
considered. 

Page/s 

4 Matters of Urgency and Report 

To consider any items that in the opinion of the Chair should be dealt with as 
matters of urgency because of special circumstances. (Note: such circumstances 
need to be recorded in the minutes) 

 

5 Exclusion of the Public 

To agree any items to be dealt with after the public (including the press) have been 
excluded.  There are no items which the Town Clerk recommends should be dealt 
with in this way. 

 

6 Items to note  

6.1 To receive Red, Amber, Green (RAG) reports from the Environment Community 
Groups: 
 

a) Pothole Repair Project 
b) Arboretum and the Sid Valley Biodiversity Group 
c) CAPS 
d) Friends of the Byes 
e) River Sid Catchment Group 

 

 

 

 
6-11 
12 
13-16 
17 
18-19 
 

7 Items for Action/Funding  

7.1 To receive an update from Councillor Walker requesting a contribution of £200 
towards CAPS costs from Sidmouth Town Council Environment Committee. This 
would cover costs until October 2026. 

 

7.2 To receive a report from Robin Goodman and The Chair about the Batiquick water 
quality testing. 

 

7.3 Councillor Davis to report on the recent screening of The People’s Emergency 
Briefing. 

 

  
Forthcoming Council and Committee meetings: 
 

17 June: Tourism and Economy 
24 June: Planning Committee 
  6 July: Council  
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SIDMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of Sidmouth Town Council’s 

Environment Committee held in the Council Chamber,  
Woolcombe House, Woolcombe Lane, Sidmouth  

on Monday 16 March 2026 at 6.30pm 
 
 

 

Councillors: Ian Barlow (Chair) 
Stephen Blakeway 
Bernie Davis 
Paul Dodds 
Chris Lockyear 
Hillary Nelson 
Kevin Walker (Vice Chair) 
Edward Willis Fleming    
 

Also present: Cllr Kelvin Dent 
Cllr Denise Bickley 
 

Invited Reps: Jeremy Woodward (Vision Group Sidmouth (VGS))  
Ed Dolphin  (Sidmouth Arboretum) 
Jan Metcalf  (River Sid Project) 
Stefan Drew  (Food Forest) 
Peter Rose  (SVA Trustee) 
Tess Bison  (Cherishing Sidmouth Cemetries)                                

                                        
Apologies:  Cllr Mike Goodman 
    
The meeting started at 6.30pm and finished at 8.45pm 
 

PART ‘A’  

112 Minutes 

The minutes of the Environment Working Group meetings held on Monday 8 December 2025. 

 

113 Declarations of Interest 

Name Item 

Number 

Type Action Taken Details 

Cllr Chris 

Lockyear  

All items Personal Remained in the 

Meeting during 

discussion and 

voting                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Member of Sidmouth Biodiversity Group 

Trustee of Sidmouth Arboretum 

Cllr Ian Barlow All items Personal Remained in the 

Meeting during 

discussion and 

voting 

 

Trustee of Sidmouth Arboretum 

Trustee of Sidmouth School of Arts 
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Cllr Kevin 

Walker  

All items Personal Remained in the 

Meeting during 

discussion and 

voting 

Member of the Vision Group Sidmouth 

Cllr Kelvin 

Dent 

All items Personal Remained in the 

Meeting during 

discussion and 

voting 

Knowle resident 

 

114 Matters of Urgency and Report 
The Chair gave members a leaflet to complete regarding the Marine and Green project. 
 

115  Items for action and funding 

115.1 Robin Goodman gave an informed power point presentation to the Committee about the 
progress of Batiquick water quality testing from July 2025 until March 2026. It was reported 
that the Bactiquick machine was not only quick but reliable with testing results coming out as 
the same as the Environment Agency.  
 

RESOLVED: That the request for funding up to £2500 be approved for the following year.  
 

115.2 Cllr Kelvin Dent updated the Committee on the recent work of Friends of the Knowle and 
requested funds to cover insurance cost for the year. 

 
 RESOLVED: That the Chair and Committee thanked the group for their dedication and success 

for the transformation of the Knowle. The request for insurance funds was granted.  
 
115.3 Cllr Paul Dodds gave a presentation updating the Committee on the trial for road 

improvements in the Sid Valley. The trial had been very successful. 
 
 RESOLVED: That the request for £5000 for the pilot road repairs project for 2026/27 was 

approved by the Members. 
 
115.4 Jeremy Woodward addressed the Committee on behalf of the VGS and Climate Awareness 

Project Sidmouth (CAPS) requesting funding for the following financial year. 
  

 RESOLVED: That the decision for funding be deferred until the next Environment Committee 
meeting held on 15 June by which time the VGS would submit KPI’s and evidence of impact of 
last year’s funding. 
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116  Items to note 
 

The Committee noted the Red, Amber, Green (RAG) reports submitted by the Environment 
Community Groups, along with an update on the Arboretum. The Chair and Members 
expressed their sincere thanks to the volunteer groups for the impressive work undertaken on 
behalf of the Town. 
 
RESOLVED:  
1) That the Committee approved the request from the Sid Valey Cycling Campaign group for 
£200 to fund a flag and associated publicity materials for the Campaign’s use at Seafest. 
 
2) That the Clerk and Chair were asked to follow up on correspondence sent in November 
2025 with the Environment Agency concerning questions relating to the River Sid Catchment 
as they had received no reply to date.  
   

 
  

 
 
 

……….…….…………………….…………………………… 
CHAIR OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
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Overview Project Summary   
Project:  Pothole Posses - Improve the quality of paths, roads and streetscene in Sidmouth  
Contact person:  Councillor Paul Dodds PMD – Road Warden  
Date:  05/06/2026  
   

   

Going well &   
Event dates   
   

• 4th full road survey completed. Generally fewer potholes logged 

this time round, with just 3 failures seen of 

last years work. However about 10 instances of failures 

of road immediately adjacent to repairs failing.   

• This demonstrates the wisdom of not just filling potholes but of 

using professional contractors to cut out any adjacent areas if the 

road surface is poor.  

• 104 tubs of Instarmac has been delivered. 4 tons of hot tarmac laid 

since March – 6 tons this year on plus 6 tons last year.  

• 25 volunteers registered for pothole posse duty  

• Excellent press and social media coverage  

• 550 holes now fixed – that is 550 fewer holes in Sidmouth than 

there would otherwise have been. Approximately 8 repairs per mile of 

road in Sidmouth.  

• PMD has met DCC cabinet member and DCC Denise Bickley to 

make suggestions on how to further enhance the work. Key suggestion 

– if main roads have been shut by DCC, Posses should be able to fix 

holes on the road that is shut. DCC to go away and think about it. Test 

case - Woolbrook Road Zebra crossing creates a good opportunity to 

fix defects in adjacent areas.  

• The programme is almost universally popular.  

• DCC in general repairing potholes we report that meet criteria.  

  

Challenges   
   
   

• Weeds are wrecking roads and pathways. Current programme of 
weed removal is not working/damaging roads and paths. Awaiting 
outcome of review into use of herbicides by EDDC/DCC  

  

   

Help needed   
   
   

  

• Transporting a 50kg whacker plate + materials takes a toll on my 

back and car. In time STC should look at a method of transport. 3 

Exmouth TC have 3 vehicles, Axminster at least 1. Why not Sidmouth? A 

vehicle would promote our work too. Quad bike and trailer?  

• Road and pavement condition keeps on deteriorating to the point 

where only surface dressing/resurfacing will work. It is estimated that 

currently roads are resurfaced once every 97 years. Average life 

expectancy of a residential surface 15-25 years.  

• Some roads really can only be taken on by 

DCC, eg Burscombe Lane, Buckley Lane as full repair would wipe out our 

budget.  

   
Plan Ahead for 2026  
Programme is mature  
Posse numbers are sustainable and raring to go.  
Suggest STC budget for 4 Professional interventions a year – may not be needed  
1 more road  
One possibly two more week long interventions before October prior to battening down the hatches 
once again.  
Looking to link up with local councils – perhaps Otterton / Ottery – to tackle minor roads 
of mutual benefit to our residents/visitors  
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Sylvia Brownlee – outside library, 500th pothole by Beacon with Cllr Barlow & Ridgeway Sidbury  
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Cheese Lane –(on DCC waiting list for 2 years for this to be done), Ham Car Park entrance, 
Coburg Road.  

  
Footpath on Cotmaton – request from public. Pothole on way to The College. Harcombe Lane - 
Sidford  
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Sidmouth Town Council Environment Committee 15th June 2026 

Sidmouth Arboretum 

• The community orchard on Long Park has established well.  Volunteers watered 
the trees during the May hot dry weather.  This will be reviewed as the summer 
progresses. 

• The urban tree project still needs individual councillors identified to liaise with 
residents in the identified potential sites. 

• The Arboretum is working with the Sidmouth School of Art to produce the next 
Ham Wall Space work using art work from the Arboretum’s Tree Towel. 

• It is hoped that the late autumn Tree Giveaway event will be located in the 
Market Hall. 

Sid Valley Biodiversity Group 

• There is now an events calendar on the SVBG website allowing all ‘green groups’ 
to post upcoming events in one place. 

• Volunteers enjoyed a damp but happy day introducing families to rock pool life 
at Sea Fest. 

• Our series of monthly nature walks continues.  A recent walk on Aylesbeare 
Common recorded a rare Yellow Trumpet Pitcher Plant Sarracenia flava, 
probably an escape from Lady Louisa Rolle’s 19th century collection of 
insectivorous plants at Bicton. 

• The Community Food Forest group is working on an extension project termed 
The Edible Valley linking public and private food production sites, a fuller 
account will be presented at the next meeting. 

• The Sid Bashers are again active. 

• The planned ‘green groups’ get together in the library was postponed because 
several people had to pull out for various reasons. 

• Plans are being formulated to help re-instate a sand martin colony on a suitable 
stretch of the river for 2027.  More details will be available later. 

• Cooperation with the SVA is ongoing including recording bats, butterflies and 
mammals on SVA sites. 

Ed Dolphin 
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News from the River 
 
1. Council Grant  
Many thanks to STC  for a grant of £1.080 which has been spent on 
[a] Two fully attended stakeholder meetings the first in Jan ’26 at Kennaway House targeting 
residents living close to School Weir with a leaflet drop, the second in March 26 at The Blue Ball 
for landowners.  We are delighted with the positivity of both the general public and landowners 
for river improvements. It is a very positive step to have established a rapport with numerous 
riparian landowners.  We were pleased that council representatives attended both meetings.   
Ideally we would hold another  two meetings this year as plans progress – please see 
below under - 2.  Opening the Sid Project  -  and would welcome funding to assist with this. 
 
[b] Riverfly training – we now have seven new certificated trainees enabling us to improve our 
coverage of the catchment with new sites in the Byes, on the Sid N of Fortescue on the Snod and 
Roncombe.  
Riveerfly monitoring is hugely important in monitoring the health of our river and the EA will 
investigate if issues arise. 
   
2.  Opening the Sid Project  
[a]  School  Weir – we await the final designs from Fishtek 
  
[b] We’ve been told verbally that we have been awarded £50,000 of WEIF funding for: 
Roly Poly Weir 
Options Appraisal for Fortescue Weir  
Completion of School Weir Designs 
 
[c] Roly Poly Weir modifications to include a notch in the current weir and some boulder 
movement to aid fish passage, will begin in July. Work is anticipated to take a couple of days and 
will have minimal impact on the surrounding parkland. 
 
[d] Information Board on River Improvements - Finally EDDC have given official approval and 
it will be located by School Weir.  
 
[e] Habitat Survey and Barrier assessment is complete  
We are using this to inform further river improvements to weirs, riverine and bankside habitats.  
 
[f] Next projected weir improvements will be at 
Millford , Fortescue, Sidbury Mill Weir on the Sid and at Buckley Bridge on the Roncombe. 
We are looking at some low cost improvements which are easily installed e.g. eel ropes – 
providing rough surfaces which eels can climb simply attached to weirs , baffles attached to weir 
surface and floating ramps.  
 
3 Rights of Rivers – again, thanks to the Council for allowing use of the Council Chamber 
for a meeting of RED [Rivers East Devon].  The purpose of the meeting was the discuss ways in 
which East Devon River Groups could support the Rights of Rivers Motion passed unanimously 
passed by EDDC in February ’26.  
Attendees came from the Exe, Exe Estuary tributary streams, Clyst, Otter, Axe and Lim.  The 
follow up meeting with EDDC [Paul Arnott, Geoff Jung, Paula Fernley, Jess Bailey and Dan 
Mackinder] was held on 1st June in Honiton. Actions to recognize the importance of our rivers 
were discussed. There was general agreement that there should be a district water officer 
appointed whose role would include scrutinizing planning applications and a councilor 
nominated to act as a rivers champion supported by East Devon Rivers’ Groups.  The Devon 
water officer is writing a report on rivers in Devon and RED have asked for a meeting in order to 
inform her report.  It was disappointing that the low cost, highly visible possibility of bank 
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restoration bit by bit in The Byes was rejected. One issue might be that negotiations are 
underway about ownership in the transition to a Unitary Authority.  Banks are badly degraded, 
primarily by dogs.  Clear river access points alongside well vegetated banks would be the ideal. 
The powerful erosive effect of this winter’s storms on unprotected banks are clearly visible. 
 
5  For discussion  
Cotmaton Stream  – thanks to the council for their persistence with the EA. 
They suggest: 

‘These findings strongly support a coordinated investigation which would need to involve the 

Environment Agency, South West Water (SWW) and Sidmouth Town Council, primarily focused on 

the Wheat Hill–Manor Park–Knowle Drive corridor.’ 

How should this be taken forward? 

 

Jan and Charles 

[On behalf of the RSCG] 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
   
 
 
 


