
SIDMOUTH TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of Sidmouth Town Council’s 

Environment Committee held in the Council Chamber,  
Woolcombe House, Woolcombe Lane, Sidmouth  

on Monday 8 December 2025 at 6.30pm 
 
 

 

Councillors: Ian Barlow (Chair) 
Bernie Davis 
Stephen Blakeway  
Chris Lockyear 
Hillary Nelson 
Kevin Walker (Vice Chair)    
 

Also Present:  County Councillor Denise Bickley 
 
Invited Reps: 
Dave Bramley  (CAPS)  
Ed Dolphin  (Sidmouth Arboretum) 
Diana East  (Sidmouth Arboretum) 
Jan Metcalf  (River Sid Project) 
Charles Sinclair      (River Sid Project)                                                         
Lyndsay Hooper (River Sid Project) 
Stefan Drew  (Food Forest) 
Stuart Webster (Friends Of the Byes) 
Carol Carless  (Friends Of the Byes) 
Roy Russell  (Sidmouth Cycling Campaign) 

                                        
Apologies:  Cllr Paul Dodds 
   Cllr Mike Goodman 
   Cllr Willis Fleming 
 
Also:   Jon Ball 
                                      
The meeting started at 6.30pm and finished at 8.30pm 
 
 

PART ‘A’  

105 Minutes 

The minutes of the Environment Working Group meetings held on Monday 29 
September 2025 were signed as a true record subject to an amendment to minute 
101.2 to omit ‘ and Energy Transmission’ and minute 102.1 omit ‘RESOLVED 1) That a 
budget of £500 be approved to improve public accessibility’.  

Cllr Blakeway also requested that his apologies be added to the minutes. 

 

  



 

106 Declarations of Interest 

Name Item 

Number 

Type Action Taken Details 

Cllr Chris 

Lockyear  

All items Personal Remained in the 

Meeting during 

discussion and 

voting 

Member of Sidmouth Biodiversity Group 

Trustee of Sidmouth Arboretum 

Cllr Ian Barlow All items Personal Remained in the 

Meeting during 

discussion and 

voting 

Trustee of Sidmouth Arboretum 

Trustee of Sidmouth School of Arts 

Cllr Kevin 

Walker  

All items Personal Remained in the 

Meeting during 

discussion and 

voting 

Member of the VGS 

 

107 Matters of Urgency and Report 
The Chair expressed thanks to Councillor Walker for his involvement in the delivery 
of the Volunteer leaflet.  
 

108  Engagement 

108.1 Dave Bramley updated the Committee on the Climate Awareness Sidmouth (CAPS) 
RAG report and the projects being incorporated back into the Vision Group Sidmouth 
(VGS). It was also noted that Dave Bramley would be resigning from CAPS and the 
VGS would be incorporating CAPS in their activities. 

The Chair and the Committee thanked Dave Bramley and Bernie Davis for their 
continued effort and enthusiasm in creating what CAPS and the Eco Hub are to date.  

 
109 Built Environment 
 
109.1  a) The Committee received the RAG report from Cherishing Sidmouth Cemetries 

(CSC). The Chair of Council confirmed there would be a meeting with East Devon 
officers in February to discuss how to progress the project and an acceptable way 
forward for all parties. The Committee would be updated in March.  

 
b) The Committee received and noted the report from Sidmouth Cycle Campaign.  

 
c) The Committee received and noted the report from the Friends of Glen Goyle.  

 
109.2 The Chair gave an update on the joint project with Devon County Council for road 

surface improvements. There would be a full report on the trial in March to plan for 
the Year ahead.  

 
109.3  The Committee discussed the funding application for the purchase of a new blower 

for Sidmouth in Bloom. 
 
 RESOLVED: Sidmouth Town Council would fund the blower for Sidmouth in bloom 

for up to £650. 



 
110 Natural Environment 
 
110.1 Members received the RAG report from the Biodiversity Group and Food Forest. The 

Committee discussed what equipment was realistic for the Town Council to use on 
various areas in Sidmouth. 

 
 RESOLVED: that the report be noted and the Biodiversity Group be thanked for their 

work in the Town.  
 
110.2 The Chair updated the Committee about ongoing Local Government Reorganisation 

and how it might or might not affect the work of the Town Council. 
 
110.3 Sidmouth Arboretum hoped to achieve their 14,000 target on Saturday. The 

Committee praised the group for achieving the milestone under budget and ahead of 
time. Members discussed ways of celebrating their success. 

 
110.4 The Chair gave an update on Batiquick Water Testing, congratulating Robin 

Goodmans excellent presentation at the recent water conference. 
 

RESOLVED: that the report be noted and a full progress report about the Batiquick 
Water Testing trial be discussed at a future meeting. 

 
110.5 The River Sid Catchment Group updated the Committee on their recent visit to the 

Cave Estate. Members offered to aid the River Sid Catchment Group by contacting 
other landowners to assist the project in the future. 

 
 RESOLVED: that the Chair write a thank you letter to Sir George Cave and family 

thanking them for their hospitality and ongoing river and tributaries work and for 
Biodiversity and flood resilience in Sidmouth. 

 
110.6 The Chair welcomed Friends of the Byes to the meeting. Members noted the reports 

which outlined some of the challenges that they faced. 
 
RESOLVED: The Chair agreed to act as a conduit between EDDC and the 
householders backing onto the Byes to encourage and strengthen their relationships. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

……….…….…………………….…………………………… 
CHAIR OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
 
 

 
 


